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Title: The Promise
Author: Shanell Keys
Treatment By: Josh Berman

Mission Statement:

The Promise is a fantasy love story told in two parts; first, during the protagonist’s
teenage years, and second, seven years later, during her time as a young single mother.
It combines the standard big emotional arcs of classic romances while introducing a
supernatural element that allows the story to become an allegory about the enduring
power of love as a force that connects people even beyond death. It should entertain
audiences of all ages and will easily fit into a studio genre slot at the box office.

Because The Promise is a succinct novel, tightly told in under 250 pages, the treatment
below aims to capture the author’s vision faithfully in scene-by-scene fashion with only
minor modifications. Fred’s death will now occur as the opening scene rather than a
story Rachel tells Sam, and a few small moments throughout the novel that played little
bearing on the overall story will be omitted for efficiency.

Logline:

A bright young girl falls in love with the coolest rich boy in school, only to learn that he
has a heart of gold as well as a special gift which allows him to speak to the dead.

Treatment:

We open on a sweet scene in a Sacramento garage — an amateur blues band practices to
an audience of two: RACHEL (7, big blue eyes) and her sister, MICHELLE (3). The
bassist/singer, FRED (30’s, full of life), finishes the last song on a high-note and the girls
applaud adoringly. “Yay, Daddy!” Fred calls his wife/their mother ANNA (30’s, upbeat)
to tell her that he’ll be back with the girls in twenty. They exchange | love yous.

On the way back, Rachel asks if they can stop for an Icee. “They’re so good and Mommy
never lets me get them!” Fred chuckles, gives in, and pulls over to a convenience store.
Rachel and Michelle hang out in the car while he heads inside...and not long afterward,
two YOUNG HOODLUMS run inside with guns to rob the place. We see Fred’s silhouette
through the window as he tries to stop one of them...and then a GUNSHOT goes off. We
cut to a POLICE OFFICER dropping the girls off to Anna. She’s crushed.
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TEN YEARS LATER:

Rachel is now a 17 year with the soul of a 40 year old. She pulls up to a ritzy private high
school in a beat up sedan and makes her way to the first class of her senior year. She
takes a seat by herself and immediately begins taking notes. Five minutes late to class,
SAM GOODWIN (18, blonde, impossibly charming) strolls in and takes the open seat
next to Rachel. He cracks a joke to the teacher, explaining that his “toaster broke” and
didn’t want to disrupt class with my grumbling stomach.” The entire class
laughs...except for Rachel, who clearly finds him annoying. To make matters worse, he
forgot his textbook at home and needs to read off Rachel’s. He skootches closer.

III

Rachel eats lunch by herself...until Sam joins her. He asks why she doesn’t like him. It’s
not about liking him, she says, she’s just at this school on a scholarship only given out to
fifty other students in the whole country, because her family isn’t made of money like
everyone else’s, and she needs to keep her grades up to stay. So boys are out. He plows
ahead anyway, telling her he’ll make a bet that by the end of the school year, she won’t
be able to get enough of him. She tells him he should pursue JESSICA SINCLAIR
(beautiful, blonde, the most popular cheerleader) instead, because she’s more in his
league. “I'm not interested in Jessica. I’'m interested in you.”

Rachel drives back to her home after class, a low rent apartment several miles from the
luxurious campus. Michelle, now 13, is home, struggling with math homework, mostly
because she finds it uninteresting. Rachel promises to help her after dinner, because
“sometimes you gotta do things you don’t like doing.” She checks her mother’s room:
Anna is nearly comatose on the bed with the shades drawn, booze and a bottle of
antidepressants next to her. Rachel sighs; this is normal now. Hours later, Rachel cooks a
frozen pizza for dinner and brings everyone together. She’s the “mother” of this
household now. Michelle is excited to boast that she got cast as the lead in the middle
school play, Fairy Tale. Rachel wrote it when she attended. All Anna can muster is, “It
won’t cost money, will it?” Later, Rachel helps Michelle with her math. Michelle asks
Rachel if Anna will be like this forever. Rachel doesn’t know.

Rachel drives Michelle to her middle school the next morning, reminding her that she
won’t be able to pick her up afterwards because she has work after school. Hopefully, if
Anna is too depressed to make any money for the family, at least she can pick her
daughter up from school. As Rachel walks to class, Sam approaches her to smugly
announce that he has remembered his book. Rachel shuts down the flirtation
immediately, telling him that she’s not looking for a relationship.
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Rachel works at Burger Shack, an upscale fast food joint. It’s “free fry Wednesday,” so
Rachel is already swamped with too many customers...and of course, Sam shows up by
himself. Rachel tells him to try one of the other ten burger spots nearby. He smoothly
replies, “They don’t have chili cheese fries and they don’t have you.” She likes the line in
spite of herself, letting her guard down a little. The next day, he asks her for a ride home
after class. She finds the request fishy, but takes him. He has a GORGEOUS MANSION —
his parents are the owners of Goodwin Financial, a huge firm in town. Surprisingly, Sam
doesn’t like being rich. His Dad is always busy, and he says he’d trade everything in this
house for a father who was present. Their conversation is interrupted when his mother,
NORMA (40’s) comes home early. Norma doesn’t know what to make of Sam’s “little
friend,” and just wants to know why Sam didn’t catch a ride with their driver. Rachel
leaves. Sam apologizes the next morning and confesses that he mainly asked for the ride
so he could spend more time with her. Rachel shuts him down even harder.

Sam takes the message to heart; for a few days, he doesn’t interact with Rachel.
Unfortunately, she deals with the bad side of her mother’s addiction. Anna berates
Rachel for taking Michelle to a haircut when she needed the family car to pick up her
“medication,” and lashes out by using scissors to ruin Michelle’s hair. She tries to make
up for her outburst by cooking pot roast the next evening, but it’s a facade. When an
emotional Rachel tries to watch home videos of Fred, Anna rips the DVD out of the
player and destroys it. “It would be best if we all forgot!”

Sam shows up again when Rachel is closing down Burger Shack after the late. He tells
her that he’s not here to bug her, but he needs a tutor. He’ll pay her double what she
makes here. She’s in no position to turn him down. He starts to leave, but she notices a
shiny red Camaro out front. Compliments it; her dad had a cool old muscle car, a Chevy.
Sam tells her it’s his 18" birthday gift — his parents gave it to him and immediately flew
off to Paris. The thought is so...lonely to Rachel. She can’t let it go, so she runs into the
back and returns with a piece of their famous chocolate cake, and even a candle. He
accepts it, but only on the condition that she enjoys it with him somewhere.

Sam takes Rachel on an uncomfortably (but fun) speedy joyride down to a quiet spot at
the shore of the Sacramento River. It’s beautiful. They share the cake and deep
conversation. He tells her that other girls in school are shallow, but he can tell there’s
more to Rachel beneath the surface —that’s why he likes her. He asks about her father;
everyone knows the story, but Rachel never really talks about it. She’s resistant at first,
but then opens up. She just can’t stop thinking about the Icee...if she hadn’t begged for
it, Fred would still be alive. She cries, and Sam holds her. When Rachel comes home,
Anna slaps her for staying out late. She complains that Rachel always treated Fred
better. Rachel says it’s because he was a better parent.
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Michelle accompanies Rachel to Sam’s house for tutoring that weekend. She
immediately embarrasses her older sister when she sees him by shouting, “Wow, he is
smoking hot.” Rachel and Sam work in the dining room, and she notices he seems to get
every question right easily. She apologizes for being depressing at the river and they talk
about where people go when they die. Sam hopes it's somewhere happy. Norma and
MR. GOODWIN (50’s, stale) arrive. They invite Rachel to stay for dinner. She resists, but
Michelle immediately bounds inside and says they’ll never turn down a meal! Rachel is
embarrassed into staying through an awkward dinner as Michelle gabs about her play.

A few nights later, Rachel and Sam go back to the river, lit by the moonlight. The
conversation turns to her father again. She tells Sam about the blues band. Sam reveals
that he plays guitar, too. Or is learning. Rachel asks who teaches him, and he shrugs.
They share a deep kiss, and rapidly become an inseparable couple. Jessica storms up to
Rachel one afternoon at school, furious with Rachel/Sam’s newfound PDA. She calls
Rachel a “lowlife” who doesn’t deserve Sam, because he should be with someone “his
own type.” Jessica puts her hands on Rachel and the two start to fight, but Sam rushes
in to intervene. He shoves Jessica against a locker. Unfortunately, at that very moment,
the PRINCIPAL (50’s) walks by. Sam is suspended for attacking Jessica.

Rachel drives to Sam’s house after school, determined to apologize. Norma is in a foul
mood. Sam is upstairs, but she says Rachel shouldn’t see him anymore; this suspension
has banned him from this weekend’s basketball tournament and threatened his college
scholarship. Overall, Norma thinks it would be better for both of them if they didn’t
date. Rachel asks to go upstairs to drop off Sam’s homework. When she does, she tells
Sam that Norma is right, them being together is a bad idea. Sam is hurt. He gives her a
check worth more than her tutoring hours. She shoves it back in his face, insulted.

Rachel does Michelle’s makeup on the night of the play. Michelle liked Sam and is sad
he will no longer attend, especially since Anna is too stoned to go. Suddenly, they hear
light guitar music outside — Bryan Adams’ Heaven. Michelle looks out the window and
it’s Sam, playing for Rachell Rachel runs outside to meet him. He tells her that he cares
more about her than about some fancy college, and his parents can’t stop him. He takes
her around back to reveal that he’s fixed up Fred’s old Chevy. Rachel is swept up. They
attend the play together and he takes them out to a luxurious restaurant afterward.
Rachel asks Sam how he fixed the car...how he even knew to fix the car. He doesn’t
really answer and just kisses her. He asks if he won the bet. Rachel blushes.

Now a real couple, Rachel reluctantly invites Sam over for dinner one evening, but she’s
very upfront about her mother’s drug problems, bracing for a horrible night. Instead,
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Anna is on her best behavior, cooking lasagna and chatting Sam up. It’s too pleasant, in
a way, and Rachel can’t loosen up. After dinner, she confesses that Anna’s drug
problems have fundamentally broken her. She gives Sam permission to leave her, but
Sam says he never will. It’s the perfect night.

Rachel and Sam spend a lot of time at the river. One afternoon there, Sam plays a
beautiful “original” song for Rachel on his guitar...but she recognizes it. It’s the song
from the opening. Fred wrote it for Anna. Rachel is officially freaked out. How did he
know about the song? And the Chevy? What’s going on? Sam makes Rachel promise to
keep an open mind. She agrees, not knowing what she’s signing up for...and he reveals
that he has a special ability to see dead people. Spirits. He can talk to them; he’s a
medium. He used to think he was crazy, but now he knows it’s a gift. He can help people
“cross over” to the afterlife when they have unfinished business on Earth. Fred has been
talking to him for a little over a year. Rachel is floored. She can’t accept it, bolts.

Rachel is emotionally off the entire following day. Her Burger Shack boss, MR.
THOMPSON (50’s) notices she’s slow to collect orders. She shakes it off and goes to the
next table...which contains Jessica and her friends. Jessica tells Rachel she saw Norma
the other day and told her that Sam was still seeing her. His allowance from the
company will probably stop, and will he want to be with a poor girl then? Rachel snaps,
Jessica lunges at her, and luckily, at that moment, Sam rushes inside to break it up.

Sam takes Rachel outside and explains that Jessica was lying; Norma never goes to the
store, she sends someone. He apologizes for yesterday but tells her that Fred has
something to say to prove it’s real: That song from last night was called “l Think About
You.” He was trying to sing it to Rachel when she found him in the convenience store
because he knew she was scare. “l love you in the morning, | love you in the afternoon, |
love you in the evening and underneath the moon.” Rachel cries. It’s all true.

An EXPLOSION sounds from inside Burger Shack. Rachel snaps into action. Sam tells her
to wait for the fire department, but she rushes inside anyway to save Mr. Thompson. As
she catches her breath, she hears a little girl crying. Rachel sprints back inside and
manages to save KRISTEN (6), trapped under a table. Sam berates Rachel for being so
risky, but then Kristen complains that her Mom is still inside. Rachel doesn’t think twice.
“At least let me come with you!” Sam sprints after her. The building is now a smoking
inferno. They find KRISTEN’S MOTHER (30’s) and try to help her out the back door, but
suddenly another explosion sounds and we cut sharply to BLACK.

Rachel wakes up in the hospital, very disoriented. Anna and Michelle are by her side.
Anna tells Rachel that Kristen’s mother is fine, but a light fixture fell on all three of them
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when the second explosion hit. Sam took the worst of it. He’s in the ICU, in a coma. It’s a
gut punch to Rachel. Anna then tells Rachel that the incident changed her perspective
on things. She doesn’t know what she’d do if something happened and she were unable
to be there for her girls. So she’s found a rehab program and will check in tomorrow.
She’s already called Grandma to look after Rachel/Michelle.

Rachel can’t bring herself to sleep when night comes. She’s too anxious. So she clambers
out of bed and sneaks downstairs to the ICU. She finds Sam’s room — he’s out like a light,
hooked up to several machines. It’s horrifying. His nurse, ROSSLYN (30’s) stops her for a
moment. Sam isn’t supposed to have visitors aside from family. Rosslyn could lose her
job...but she lets Rachel in to see Sam for five minutes. Alone with Sam’s immobile body,
Rachel bursts into tears. She tells him that she believes everything he told her and she’s
sorry she doubted him. She loves him. Suddenly, the machines start beeping — he’s
FLATLINING. Several nurses shove Rachel out as they desperately work to revive him...

Rosslyn stops by Rachel’s room as she gets ready to leave, to let her know that Sam is
stable. Moments later, an unexpected visitor comes...Jessica. But she actually
apologizes, for everything. She admits she’s always been jealous of Rachel’s grades, and
Sam only exacerbates things. But she never wanted anyone to get hurt. Rachel chuckles
and tells Jessica that a few cops had stopped by earlier to ask about the fight, because
they think Jessica might’ve caused it. Both girls shake their heads at the absurdity.

GRANDMA (70’s, spunky, full of life) and Michelle take Rachel home from the hospital.
On the way out she’s able to see Kristen, who thanks her. Rachel is restless at home,
fraught with flashbacks from the fire, and Sam in the ICU.. A knock on the door the next
morning brings Norma, who takes this moment to apologize to Rachel as well. She
knows she’s overprotective, she just wants Sam to be happy. “And it seems you do that
for him.” She tells Rachel that Sam has woken up and wants to see her.

Sam is still hooked up to the tubes when Rachel arrives at the ICU, but his eyes are open
and he flashes a big smile. Rachel hugs him. He tells her that when his heart stopped, he
was briefly dead. In fact, he went to heaven for a few minutes and saw some of his
family members...but then he heard her voice. He heard everything she said, and knew
he wanted to come back. He loves her too. But the incident brought Fred back to his
mind. He tells Rachel that her dad needs one thing in order to cross over...and that’s for
her to forgive the guy who shot him. She shudders, unwilling.

After some time, Sam has convinced her. We follow the two as they check in to the local
prison to meet with HARRY (27, unruly), the guy who murdered Fred. He seems mean
and uninterested in talking to them...until he realizes who Rachel is. “I killed your father,
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didn’t I?” He knew Fred had two girls and has always wanted to apologize. Rachel
squirms and cries, not ready to listen to him. Harry tells his story — his own father died
from an overdose when he was 17 and he was left to take care of his brother BENNY
(10) by himself. Benny had a bright artistic future, but Harry couldn’t provide for him at
all. Worse, they were put into an abusive foster home. They escaped and tried living
outside the system, but it was a short term plan. Harry eventually met a man named
Ronny, who offered them a spot in his condo, but on one condition...Harry would have
to work for him. And Ronny was a criminal. Ronny sent Harry to rob the store and told
him to use the gun to scare the cashier. Harry thought it wasn’t loaded. He was just as
shocked as Fred when it went off. Rachel cries and forgives him. Sam places a hand on
her shoulder and lightly tells her, “It’s time to go.” Fred can move on.

They go to the river to say goodbye before Fred crosses over. Sam carves his and
Rachel’s names together in a tree. They kiss. He tells her that he wants to be with her
forever. Rachel takes a look toward the river. A SHIMMERING BEAM OF LIGHT shines
down on the water...and she even hears Fred briefly whisper...before the light
disappears. It immediately begins pouring rain. Fred always loved the rain.

We catch up with Sam, Rachel, Michelle, and Michelle’s friend AMY (13) at the annual
Sacramento Fair. Rachel and Sam send the younger kids off to the rides for a couple of
hours while they walk through the exhibits. They come across a guy who calls himself
MAGIC MIKE (40’s, slimy). Magic Mike bills himself as a medium, and he’s in the midst of
scamming LINDA (60’s) who has paid him to talk to her dead husband. But he can’t even
guess the name correctly. Rachel tries to pull Sam away, but he’s pissed. He demands
Magic Mike return Linda’s money. “You’re a piece of work, but you’re no medium!”

Sam proves his point by effectively communicating with Linda’s husband, JACK, who
says he’s “sorry about the necklace.” Linda recalls her necklace breaking over the sink
before he died, and it becoming a big fight. Linda takes her money back from Magic
Mike despite his “no refunds” policy. Magic Mike suggests Sam go on the road with him.
Sam refuses: “l don’t use my gift for money.” They walk off and peruse the art exhibits
where they come across paintings for a troubled youth nonprofit headed up by
BENJAMIN (20)...aka, Benny. Harry’s brother. Rachel tells Benny about Harry and
suggests forgiving him. Benny isn’t sure if he can. But he’ll try. Rachel and Sam end the
night kissing on the Ferris Wheel. The evening couldn’t have gone better.

We next find Rachel a few days later at her Calculus final. She’s doing great, until she
has to run to the bathroom and VOMIT. Also in the bathroom vomiting: Jessica. Rachel
thinks it’s food poisoning, but Jessica shakes her head. Morning sickness. She’s
pregnant. Frightened, Rachel zips to Walgreen’s after school and procures a
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test...confirms the worst. She speeds over to Sam’s place to tell him, but he’s not there.
Instead, she’s greeted by Norma and TWO POLICEMEN. Sam apparently disappeared
last night and never returned. His car was found in a ditch. No trace of him.

We find Rachel in her bed after several weeks, depressed, a zombie. Grandma drags her
out. Sam hasn’t been found, but Rachel needs to learn to heal. Grandma forces her to
go to church. During the service, ANJELICA (30’s), a congregation member, gives a
speech about the baby that resulted from a traumatic, abusive relationship she had.
Having the kid ended up being the best decision she ever made. Rachel speaks to
Anjelica after the service and gets the name of the non-profit clinic that helped her.

At OPTIONS FOR LIFE PREGNANCY CENTER, Rachel again runs into Jessica. Neither has
told their families about their pregnancy. Anna is getting out of rehab soon and Rachel
doesn’t want her to regress. The girls make a pact to support each other. A real
friendship begins to form. Rachel gets her ultrasound and sees her cashew -sized baby
for the first time. She’s about eight weeks along. It’s mesmerizing.

Rachel cooks Anna’s favorite meal, fried chicken, for her triumphant return home. Anna
seems like a changed woman. It’s a pleasant family meal, until Rachel decides to rip off
the band-aid. She tells everyone she’s pregnant. Anna and Grandma are stunned.
Michelle is excited. She immediately claps her hands, “I’'m going to be an auntie!” But
Rachel insists that she’s made up her mind and the best thing to do for this baby is give
it up for adoption. She’s simply not equipped to care of it on her own. “No one ever
listens to me!” Michelle complains, and locks herself in her room. The next several
weeks fly by in a blur as Rachel attends the spring dance without Sam (she goes with
Jessica instead, whose boyfriend has dumped her), walks for graduation on her own,
and visits with countless potential adoptive parents, none of them quite right...until...

She meets DAN and AMY SWANSON, two teachers in their early forties. They’re
immensely sweet and lovable people who have been beset by unthinkable tragedy —
four miscarriages, a failed round of IVF, and two prospective adoptive donors who
backed out at the last minute. They want a child more than anything in the world, but
they’re truly on their last legs. Rachel immediately seems to connect to their struggle.
They’re the right people. That evening, she returns to the river. Even though she hasn’t
seen Sam in months, she speaks to him. She asks him if she’s doing the right thing, and
begs for a sign. It starts raining. She knows she’s reached him.

The next few months fly by with a mix of anticipation and anxiety. Dan and Amy go to
every appointment with Rachel as her pregnancy progresses. They ask if Sam’s family
knows about the child; Rachel lies and says no. They have a lovely baby shower at their
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house, where Amy’s mother MAGGIE (70’s) pulls Rachel aside to ensure that she truly
plans to give up the child, that she won’t hurt the Swansons like others have. Rachel
confirms she’ll give the baby up, but she’s shaky...

Rachel’s water breaks while enjoying a meal with her family at Burger Shack, which has
finally reopened (Mr. Thompson has retired). She freaks out...it's three weeks early, and
the Swansons aren’t even in town, they’re on their baby-moon in Tahoe! Nonetheless,
the time is now. As they arrive at the hospital, Rachel sees that Jessica is going into labor
too. She cries as she’s wheeled into labor, her life ruined. She tells Rachel that her
parents have kicked her out and she’s been staying on friends’ couches for the last few
months, but she can’t take care of this baby, and she didn’t plan for adoptive parents...

After several hours of grueling labor, Rachel finally delivers a baby girl with beautiful
blonde hair. Michelle wants to hold her, but Rachel tells her it’s not a good idea. The
family leaves her alone to rest. DR. OWENS (50’s) tells her that the Swansons are on
their way, and she can just take the baby to the nursery, or she can hold her if she likes.
Rachel decides it’s worth it to spend what may be her only hour with her baby before
she gives it away. As she cradles the child to her chest, she feels a strong, instinctive
bond, overwhelming her with emotion. A knock at the door stirs her. She assumes it’s
the Swansons, but it’s actually...Norma.

Norma tells Rachel that Anna told her about the baby. She says she would’ve helped
Rachel if she had known earlier. Rachel tenses, knowing what’s coming next. A very
emotional Norma begs Rachel to reconsider adoption — nothing is final until the child
crosses hands. This baby is the only thing left with a part of Sam inside of her, the only
way Norma can still feel connected to her boy. She offers to have Rachel stay in the
guest house rent-free, with a high paying job waiting for her at Goodwin Financial once
she’s recovered from maternity. It’s a good deal, but Rachel isn’t sure she can hurt Dan
and Amy. Norma tells her that it’s ultimately her choice, but adoption is permanent. She
leaves Rachel an envelope with a large check. By the time the Swansons arrive, Rachel
has made her decision. Their joy quickly turns to anguish as Rachel says she’s decided to
keep the baby. Amy drops to her knees in tears. But Rachel suggests there’s a baby next
door (Jessica’s) who needs parents.

When Rachel’s family returns, she breaks the news. Michelle is overjoyed. Anna plays
dumb for a moment, but Rachel knows she’s the reason for this. Only one thing left to
do: Name the baby. Rachel chooses SAMANTHA.

SEVEN YEARS LATER. Rachel — now in her mid-twenties — comes into MRS. TATE’S (30’s)
first grade classroom for a parent-teacher conference. Tate is concerned by Samantha’s

9



Al

authordouse® HO“yWOOd Treatment Date: 7/08/20

“odd” behavior. Tate produces a drawing of Samantha’s depicting blood spurting from a
man’s chest. Samantha suddenly barges into the room and takes the picture. Chipper,
she tells Tate that the picture is of Tate’s Uncle Steve, who was recently murdered — and
wants Tate to know that the perpetrator (never caught) was his own brother, William. A
terrified Tate sends Samantha out.

Rachel disciplines Samantha on the way to the car, telling her she cannot be so open
with her abilities. Samantha retorts, “l thought you always wanted me to be myself!”
Rachel drops Samantha off at Michelle’s (now a social work student) for babysitting
while she embarks on a much needed night out. Rachel, Jessica, and BRIANNA (same
age) catch up over drinks at a bar. We learn that Jessica gave her child, Miranda, to Dan
and Amy. They also found out they were having twins the day they adopted her. The
girls meet three charming guys who send them drinks. Rachel connects with MARK
(30’s), a blonde, good-hearted single father. They have a lot in common.

A news bulletin the next morning reveals that William Tate was arrested for several
murders after an anonymous tip led police to his house. At school, Mrs. Tate thanks
Samantha and apologizes for treating her as she did. Samantha passes on a message
from Steve: “Never give up, no matter what.” Meanwhile, Rachel struggles to find any
joy in her work at Goodwin Financial. She tells Norma she’d like to look into a change.
Norma accepts and offers to help, “You're like the daughter | never had.” She then
confesses something: she knows about Sam’s abilities. She always knew. She wants to
know if Samantha inherited them...and if she could reach out to Sam. Rachel says she
just doesn’t think it’s possible. It's been too long; Sam must have crossed over by now.

A few nights later, Michelle does Rachel’s hair as she gets ready for a date with Mark.
Grandma buzzes about, but she isn’t truly herself — she seems to be developing
dementia. Mark arrives and introduces himself. Everyone is friendly, except for
Samantha, who immediately begins making up fake gross facts about Rachel to
embarrass her. Rachel pulls her daughter aside and demands an explanation. Samantha
doesn’t want her dating Mark; she wants her dad — she thinks the fact that she can’t talk
to him means he’s still out there. Rachel harshly insists that Sam is dead, and they have
to move on. Samantha apologizes. Rachel actually has a nice evening with Mark, but
finds herself struggling to focus...

The distraction continues to the next day at the office, when an earnest goodbye from
Mr. Goodwin is interrupted by a phone call from Anna. Rachel rushes to the hospital to
find out that Grandma had a stroke in the middle of the night and is currently on life
support, but she’s brain-dead. Rachel and Samantha go in to say goodbye. Samantha
tells “GG” (her nickname) that’s “It's OK to go.” A warmth wafts throughout the air and
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Grandma dies. Samantha relays a message: “It’s all OK, because there’s a better place
we’ll meet up one day.”

The will divides Grandma’s estate up between Anna, Rachel, and Michelle, while also
paying off Michelle’s school loans and donating Grandma’s romance novel collection to
Rachel. Michelle receives her cat, PICKLES. They have a memorial at the house a few
days later. Samantha wows the crowd with a moving speech about GG’s love for music.
She leads everyone in a singalong of The Beatles’ O Bla Di O Bla Da. Rachel tells
Samantha she’s proud of her; they should do something fun this weekend.

“Something fun” ends up being the very same Sacramento Fair from six years ago. It's a
lovely night at first; they go through the games and through the animal section.
Samantha asks about all the trailers parked outside. Rachel mentions that the fair
workers usually live in those. Then they go to see the exhibits.

They come across someone we recognize: none other than Magic Mike, back to his old
tricks. In this instance, he’s scamming two PARENTS who desperately want to talk to
their dead son, Michael. Magic Mike has the name correct this time, but everything else
is wrong, as usual. Samantha notices and won't let it stand. She shouts the same words
her father once did: “You’re a real piece of work, but you’re no psychic medium!”
Samantha butts in and tells the parents that Michael left a note for them underneath his
bed, and that they made his last months on Earth special. Also, she should keep this a
secret...but they’re pregnant! Magic Mike is furious, and won’t give the parents a
refund. He’s even more furious when he recognizes Rachel. He whispers something in
Samantha’s ear before Rachel can rip her away. She refuses to tell Rachel what he said.

Rachel takes Samantha to a shaved ice stand. She pays, but when she turns around,
Samantha is gone! Rachel desperately looks all over the fair, but can’t find her daughter
anywhere...until one of the horse trainers leads her to the trailer park. Samantha runs
up to her. “l found somebody!” She drags Rachel to a trailer labeled Magic Mike. “It’s
Dad!” Rachel is distraught; Samantha has never even seen him before! She swears that
she recognizes him from photos around the house. And more importantly, she tells
Rachel what Magic Mike whispered to her: “I know where your daddy is.”

They cautiously enter the trailer. Indeed, there’s a man in his mid-twenties handcuffed
to a bed in the back...SAM. It’s really him! He doesn’t know who Samantha is. “I’'m your
daughter.” Sam breaks down in tears. They ask where Magic Mike keeps the keys to the
cuffs. Sam tells them he keeps them on loop on his belt, but he’s dangerous and they
need to leave. As soon as he finishes his warning, the door opens: Magic Mike levels a
gun at them. “What a lovely family reunion.”
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Magic Mike keeps the gun trained on Sam as he complains that he hasn’t been as good a
helper lately. Sam says it’'s the sedatives. They weaken his mind. He asks for a lower
dosage. Magic Mike declines, and says he’ll just take Samantha instead. Sam growls,
“Over my dead body.” Magic Mike calls 9-11 and tells the police that two burglars broke
into his trailer, forcing him to shoot them. He hangs up, and faces the bed again, but
Sam is gone...he surprises Magic Mike from a different angle and stabs Magic Mike in
the eye with the cuff key. Sam takes the gun and holds it over Magic Mike’s head...

The police arrive. For a moment, they believe Magic Mike’s story, but Rachel pleads with
them to remember the Sam Goodwin case. One of the officers looks up the article and
notes that Sam looks awfully similar to the missing boy. Sensing his charade breaking,
Magic Mike rises and goes for the gun. The officers arrest him.

Sam recovers at the hospital, tended to by Nurse Rosslyn once again. Rachel tells Sam
the whole story about Samantha. Sam reveals that Samantha was actually the one who
snuck the key off of Magic Mike’s belt loop.

Six Months Later, we catch up with the threesome at the river. Sam teaches Samantha
how to skip rocks. We learn that Sam is now helping the police solve murders, and
Rachel is an author. Jessica is getting married to Mark, and Rachel will be a bridesmaid.

They walk back to the car. Rachel cups her face in astonishment when she sees “WILL
YOU MARRY ME?” spelled out in rocks. Samantha already knew; she came here with
Sam early. She even helped pick out a ring. And she has some other good news for
them: Rachel is pregnant again.
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