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Mission Statement: 

 
“Blank Slate” by Shanell Keys is a deeply heartwarming and entertaining story about 
finding love in the most unexpected way. Jennifer Morrison, the main character, is a 
nurse with a heart of gold who falls for John, a recently admitted hospital patient 
who suffers from amnesia. Aside from her dedication to her job, Jen is also a single 
parent to her nine-year-old son and must deal with her contentious ex-husband. Any 
challenging moments instantly vanish when she is around John, but their precious 
time together is threatened when his past finally catches up with him.  

One part love story, one part mystery, the novel is a fun and exciting read, and this 
treatment honors the spirit of the book. It follows the same narrative structure, with 
a few adjustments to make a prospective film adaptation feel more cinematic. One 
key change is a condensed timeline; things move much faster in the film version’s 
story to efficiently build the tension and suspense. One example of a more specific 
change is that the police officers tell John about the brakes rather than Jen, which 
becomes the reason that John visits the crash site. Mrs. Furguson does not pass 
away in this version, but her son still does the surgery and opens the clinic. The 
climactic scene now takes place at Jen’s house rather than in the forest. 

To increase the mystery element of the story, some clues and hints have been 
created or placed earlier in the story. One of them is the barrette; another is a ritual 
tapping in the closet that John does (later, this action is what leads to John finding 
out about his past). One addition, inspired by the book, includes a break-in at Jen’s 
house, which is later revealed to have been Julie. And finally, in terms of a character 
journey for Jen, the treatment spotlights her changing notion of what it means to be 
a perfect family, and at the end she has her perfectly imperfect fairytale.  

“Blank Slate” is a truly engaging story that brings the audience into the lives of an 
eclectic cast of characters and has us rooting for Jen to finally find love. 

Logline: 

 
“Blank Slate” follows a nurse with a heart of gold who falls for her patient who has 
amnesia – but the past he can’t remember threatens their future.  
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Treatment: 

 
ICU nurse JENNIFER MORRISON (mid-30’s) selects a bag of chips from the vending 
machine in an empty hallway. Down the hall, she has a clear view of the waiting 
room and spots a nervous-looking boy, the child of one of her patients. She walks 
over, offers a few kind words about hope, and gives him her bag of chips. She 
returns to the vending machine to buy another bag, but the machine jams. Her 
stomach rumbles. Right then, her pager beeps insistently. Jen sprints down the 
stairs, exploding through the double doors to– 
 
A chaotic hospital scene. Paramedics rush a gurney down the hall as nurses and 
doctors run to help. Jen hurries toward them. LISA, a friend and co-worker, tosses 
her a pair of gloves and tells her it’s a car crash victim. Someone pulls Jen back from 
the melee. It’s DR. MARTIN, her supervisor. He seems to get a great deal of pleasure 
telling Jen that she can’t treat the new patient and has to go to the ER to help a 
persnickety patient. Jen really wants to follow the gurney and waits until it 
disappears around the corner.      
 
In the ER, Jen treats MRS. FURGUSON (70s), an older woman who frequently visits 
the ER when she feels lonely. She also won’t let anyone but Jen take her vitals. 
Through the exam, Mrs. Furguson continually talks about her son in San Francisco 
who is a surgeon, and also happens to be single. Mrs. Furguson tries to convince Jen 
to date him, in hopes that he will move back to Sacramento, and by extension spend 
more time with his mother as well. It’s hard for Jen to hear how much Mrs. Furguson 
misses her son, as she misses her own son, even though he is only away for the 
weekend with his dad. She also knows she isn’t ready to date anyone and hasn’t 
really been ready since the divorce years ago, but Mrs. Furguson says she won’t stop 
until Jen calls her son and they all become a “nice, perfect family.” Jen relents and 
takes down his phone number.  
 
At her house, Jen carries a box of old games into the small guesthouse and marvels 
at how much junk she has stored in there, with much of it covered in layers of dust. 
She retreats to the house and returns with a large garbage bag.  
 
Jen’s son DANNY (age 9) and his dad DAVID (mid-30s) pull into the driveway. 
David’s new wife and kids from his second marriage are also in the car. The front 
yard is filled with garbage bags and a table covered with old toys and games, labeled 
“Free.” 
 
David storms into the backyard to find Jen sitting on the floor of the guesthouse 
surrounded by piles of books. He demands to know what she is doing. Jen calmly 
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explains that she is thinking of renting out the guesthouse since her parents never 
use it and it’s become a storage shed. David forbids it. Jen reminds him it isn’t his 
house anymore. David fumes, proclaiming that he has a say in things that happen in 
his son’s life. Jen sees Danny watching from the kitchen, and to avoid a scene, she 
gives in to David. David leaves and Jen joins Danny in the kitchen to make tacos, his 
favorite meal and what he always wants after a stressful weekend with his dad. 
 
Back at the hospital, Jen welcomes back MELISSA (20s), a patient who has been in 
and out of the ICU as she battles cancer, and her husband JACK (20s). Jen learns that 
Dr. Martin told Melissa that she will have to terminate her pregnancy before they 
can treat her tumor. Melissa has always dreamed of having a family and doesn’t 
know what to do.  
 
At the nurses’ station, Lisa sees Jen researching Dr. Furguson and realizes Jen hopes 
to find a doctor who will treat Melissa’s tumor without affecting the pregnancy. Lisa 
warns her about letting her own feelings get in the way. Jen ignores the advice and 
gives Melissa the contact information for Dr. Furguson, saying, “I want to give you 
the perfect family; something I never had.”  
 
Annoyed at Jen, Lisa takes her lunch early and leaves Jen to do rounds. Jen enters a 
patient’s room; it’s the car accident victim, JOHN. As soon as John sees Lisa, he sits 
up a little taller, quickly brushes back his hair. He introduces himself as John, but 
he’s not sure that’s his name. Jen notices his chart includes a diagnosis of amnesia. 
She goes through the process of taking his vitals and makes small talk, but normal 
questions like “What do you do?” or “Where do you live?” are a stumbling block. 
John asks her to talk about herself, which she does, including a mention of a son. 
John grows sad, wondering if has a kid, but firmly believes he would remember. Jen 
quotes a book, “Memories warm you up from the inside. But they also tear you 
apart.” John names the author and book, Haruki Murakami, Kafka on the Shore. They 
share a moment, and a smile, until Dr. Martin interrupts.  
 
In the hallway, Dr. Martin reprimands her for becoming too attached to patients and 
warns her not to overstep. Rather than follow the rules, Jen quietly calls the local 
news station to tell them about John in hopes that they’ll do a human-interest piece 
and find someone who knows him.  
 
A few hours later, Jen and Lisa watch from afar as a very attractive REPORTER 
interviews John. Lisa believes Jen lost her chance with John, as the reporter openly 
flirts with him. Jen claims the thought never crossed her mind, “Yes, he’s super cute, 
but he has no memory, which…come to think of it, means no baggage, which is a 
plus.” Lisa quips, “Everyone has baggage, but some of us don’t let it drag us down.” 
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Across town, at school, TOMMY, a bully, demands Danny’s lunch money and 
threatens him with a beating if he tells anyone. The way the interaction plays out, 
it’s clear this happens quite often.  
 
When Jen picks up Danny from school, she senses something is wrong. When she 
hears Danny’s stomach rumble, she knows something is wrong. Danny slowly 
reveals he has a bully and, based on how Danny shrinks in his seat when Tommy 
walks by, she figures out who it is. Danny begs his mom not to say anything to 
Tommy’s mom. She fights every instinct in her body and drives away.  
 
At home, Jen calls Tommy’s mom, STACY, and learns that Tommy’s father recently 
took his own life, she lost her job, and they can’t afford Tommy’s medication 
anymore. She worries that Tommy is stealing from kids because he knows money is 
tight. Jen is heartbroken and gives Stacy information for the free clinic at the 
hospital.   
 
Shortly after she hangs up, Danny enters and thanks her for not saying anything to 
Tommy’s mom. She accepts the hug silently. Danny then asks if he can skip going to 
his dad’s house. Jen tears up, thinking about Tommy’s situation, and tells Danny that 
he should appreciate the time he is able to spend with his father.  
 
At work, Jen learns that Melissa hasn’t heard back from Dr. Furguson and she has to 
make a decision soon. Jen tries calling as well, but it goes to voicemail. At the other 
end of the hallway, there is commotion around John’s room. Stacks of packages and 
flowers fill the room from people who saw the news report. Lisa shares that a 
donation fund has been set up in John’s name to help him get back on his feet. Dr. 
Martin is furious about the news report and the disruption it has caused. He finds 
that John is technically healthy, aside from the amnesia, and discharges him from 
the hospital. John is terrified by the news, as he has no place to go. Feeling 
responsible for his predicament and wanting to show up Dr. Martin, Jen invites John 
to live in her guesthouse until he figures out who he is.  
 
That evening, Jen gives John a tour of the newly cleaned guesthouse. When he sees 
the closet, he taps on the wall. He knows it’s an odd thing to do, but felt compelled to 
do it.  
 
Inside the main house, Jen introduces John to Danny, who is cooking a simple dinner 
of hot dogs and mac and cheese. John offers up some tips on how to properly toast 
the buns, dices up tomatoes like a professional chef, and adds some different 
cheeses to the noodles to spice things up. All this makes Jen wonder if he is a cook. 
Danny, always looking for a way out of his weekend with dad, suggests he should 
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stay home to look after John and help him with his memory. Jen sees through his 
ruse and shoots down the idea.  
 
As they are about to sit down for dinner, Jen gets a call from Melissa: Dr. Furguson 
won’t do the surgery. Jen is livid and decides to drive up to San Francisco while 
Danny is with his father in order to make a personal plea to Dr. Furguson. John 
volunteers to come along with her.  
 
During the scenic drive, Jen opens up a little more about her troubled history with 
David and what it’s like being a single parent.  
 
At the surgeon’s office, Jen confronts DR. FURGUSON and shows him Melissa’s x-
rays. He seems like he wants to do it, but something is stopping him: he doesn't 
want to go back to Sacramento. He explains that he feels too much guilt after being 
in a car accident that killed his sister; that’s why he never spends time with his 
mother – he thinks she blames him. Jen knows it’s not true and encourages him to 
set aside his fears. Feeling vulnerable from oversharing, Dr. Furguson turns the 
tables and pokes and prods at Jen for allowing her emotions to get the better of her 
as well. The truth comes out: Jen can’t have any more kids, and she can’t bear the 
thought of Melissa going through what she went through. With their souls laid bare, 
Jen assumes Dr. Furguson will agree to do the surgery, but he still declines.  
 
Walking along Fisherman’s Wharf, Jen’s mood is subdued. John stops in front of a 
jewelry shop and stares at a barrette. It feels familiar, like it means something, but 
he just can’t remember. When he sees the price tag, he wonders if he is rich. Jen 
quickly smacks that idea down, “You’re too down to earth.” She steps closer to him 
and they share a sweet kiss. Jen suggests they get some dinner before heading back 
home.  
 
In a dance hall, Danny and his stepfamily watch his stepsister in a dance recital. At 
first, Danny ignores what is happening on stage, preferring to read his book. As the 
tempo of the music increases, Danny looks up and becomes enthralled. The 
performance is electric, and everyone gives a standing ovation.  
 
As David pulls up to Jen’s house, the family eats melting ice cream cones in the car 
and talks about the recital. Danny seems at ease, and David notices. He says he has a 
big announcement, but as he is about to share the news, he notices the front door to 
Jen’s house is ajar, the lights are out, and a window is broken.  
 
Jen turns onto the street and sees several police cars surrounding her house. David 
and Danny are talking with the police. David accuses John of somehow being 
involved in the burglary. Jen defends him and reminds him yet again that she can 



  Hollywood Treatment          Date:   Dec. 2, 2022 
 

6 
 

invite whomever she wants into her house. David makes a huge revelation: he is 
moving to New York and plans to fight for full custody of Danny, using the break-in 
and John as reasons Jen is an unfit parent.  
 
The next day at work, Jen chugs a whole cup of coffee to help her stay awake, after 
spending the whole night cleaning up her house. Her mood is lifted when she sees 
Dr. Furguson walk out of Melissa’s room. However, she only has a minute to 
celebrate, as she is immediately called into Dr. Martin’s office. Dr. Martin tells Jen 
about a former patient that he became very close to, and opted to do a risky surgery, 
but it failed and the patient died. He worries that Jen is also losing her objectivity, as 
evidenced by bringing in Dr. Furguson and inviting John to live with her. He puts her 
on a week's leave in hopes she will learn how to separate herself from the patients.  
 
Back at her house, she continues to clean up. John enters with small security 
cameras and insists on installing them throughout the house. Although he can’t 
know if it was his fault or not, he feels responsible.  
 
A montage shows Jen and John spending time together over the week: building a 
treehouse, repairing the rickety dinner room chairs, cooking dinner with Danny, 
sharing a bottle of wine and talking.  
 
One evening, while dining at a restaurant, a WOMAN approaches John, and slaps him 
for standing her up. Once the commotion dies down, John learns his name is Derek 
and he went out on one date with the woman years ago. She doesn’t know his last 
name or where he lives, but says he did something in insurance. After she leaves, Jen 
asks if she should call him Derek. He shakes his head; he doesn’t know who Derek 
was and wants to be John.  
 
Later that night, John receives a call from the police officer who responded to his 
crash and learns that the brakes on his car were tampered with and it appears the 
VIN numbers have been scratched off, making it difficult to trace. When Jen asks 
about the call, he doesn’t tell her anything.  
 
The next day, Jen picks up Danny from school and notices his skin is pale and his 
breathing is heavy. When David picks up Danny that night for the weekend, Jen 
suggests that they have a low-key weekend, as Danny might be ill. David assumes 
she is playing mind games and says he will include it in the lawsuit for full custody. 
 
Bothered by her interaction with David, Jen is cold and distant with John. She 
questions whether it’s a good idea to get into a relationship with someone who has 
amnesia. John doesn’t want to lose her and can feel it deep in his bones that it’s the 
best thing that has ever happened to him.  If the amnesia is the problem, John says 
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he will do anything to get his memory back, even using experimental methods. Jen is 
tired and suggests picking up the conversation when she gets back from her shift at 
the hospital.   
 
John orders a cab to drive him to the site of the accident, hopeful it will spark 
something.  At the scene of the accident, he finds a barrette like the one he saw at 
the shop in San Francisco. He gets an eerie feeling that someone is watching him. He 
looks around, but no one is there.    
 
The next day, Danny is at the playground with his father and stepfamily. The kids 
run around playing tag. Danny seems to be struggling a little bit, stopping to take a 
break now and then. David tells him to “push through it.”  
 
At the hospital, Jen and Mrs. Furguson stroll the hallways, waiting to hear news 
about the surgery. Mrs. Furguson thanks Jen for being so kind to her over the years 
and says that her son plans to move his practice to Sacramento so they can spend 
more time together. Dr. Furguson emerges and shares the good news about 
Melissa’s surgery. He then asks Jen out on a date. Jen considers it, but before she can 
answer, she is paged over the intercom to the ER. The color drains from her face -
this isn’t normal.  
 
Jen rushes into the ER to find her son is headed into surgery for a previously 
undiagnosed atrial septal defect, a hole between the two upper chambers of his 
heart. In the waiting room, Jen slaps David and yells at him for letting Danny play in 
the heat. David rather uncharacteristically apologizies profusely, sobbing, and says 
he should have listened.  
 
Unable to stay in the waiting room during the surgery, Jen looks for Lisa in the ICU. 
Instead, she finds JULIE, a pregnant woman wearing a barrette that looks exactly 
like the one John noticed in San Francisco. Julie says, “I’m looking for my husband. 
He was in a car accident and has amnesia.” Julie explains she had just left for a trip to 
Europe when the accident happened and came home as soon as she could when she 
hadn’t heard from John for a few days. Jen plasters on a fake smile and offers to call 
him. 
 
Later that day, John arrives in front of a large, modern home. It’s clear he is wealthy. 
He walks inside and is greeted by Julie. He is kind and polite but doesn’t recognize 
her. He goes to the kitchen to start cooking dinner, but Julie tells him that he is a 
terrible cook and they always eat out. Julie suggests he change into something “more 
appropriate.”  
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In the bedroom, John enters the closet and taps on the wall – just as he did in the 
guesthouse - except this time, a secret compartment opens. Inside is a box filled with 
memorabilia, including articles about his parents, how they won the lottery, and 
their death in a suspicious house fire.  
 
Back at the hospital, Jen watches David sit at Danny’s bedside, holding his hand. The 
room is filled with every stuffed animal and balloon bouquet from the gift shop. Jen 
rests her hand on his shoulder. David tells her that he is still going to New York for 
the job, but won’t fight for full custody, though he would like it if Danny could visit 
for the summers. Jen nods. 
 
At a fine dining restaurant, John breaks the silence by asking about his parents’ 
death. Julie says that they agreed to not talk about the past, “because it’s too 
upsetting,” and only look to the future. This phrase “look to the future” triggers 
something and all his memories flood back. Fragments of fights, accusations, and 
revelations about the house fire flash before his eyes, including a big fight on the 
night of the accident, when John made the shocking discovery that his wife killed his 
parents and left to report her to the police. John snaps back to the present and says 
he has a headache and wants to leave.  
 
Later that night, he checks that Julie is asleep and then sneaks out to call Jen. When 
she doesn’t answer, he quickly gets dressed and calls a cab.  
  
Jen, in her bedroom, wakes up to the doorbell ringing. She heads downstairs and 
opens the front door… It’s JULIE. Julie lunges at her with a syringe and everything 
goes black.  
 
Jen wakes up, tied to a rickety dining chair, and sees Jen dragging John’s lifeless 
body into the house. Julie reveals that she changed John’s phone so that when he 
thought he was calling Jen, he actually called her. She plays the message John left 
explaining how his memory came back and he knows everything. Julie deletes the 
message and explains her plan to stage their deaths to look like a deranged nurse’s 
murder-suicide pact with her vulnerable amnesic patient. Julie also reveals that she 
was the one who broke into Jen’s house, as she had to figure out what her husband 
saw in this low class woman with junk furniture and terrible taste in food. John 
wakes up as Julie ties him to a dining chair and begs her to let Jen go. This enrages 
Julie and causes her to unburden herself of many other secrets, like how the baby 
she is carrying isn’t even John’s and she only got pregnant to keep him around long 
enough to figure out how to kill him.  
 
John looks over at Jen and says, “I’m so sorry. It’s so rare to find a soul mate, but I 
did with you and I’m so grateful for our time together.” Jen, however, isn’t ready to 
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give up. She tells Julie one downside of having junk furniture is that it always breaks. 
Jen kicks herself over and the wood breaks apart. Jen frees herself and goes on the 
attack.  
 
Jen and Julie struggle through the kitchen and living room. John eventually breaks 
out his chair as well and, as he is about to tackle Julie, she wails in pain. Neither John 
nor Jen know if she is faking. Then Julie’s water breaks. Jen shifts into nurse mode 
and delivers the baby. Julie nearly passes out, exhausted, and says she doesn’t want 
the baby. Jen holds the newborn up to John, “He’s going to need a family.”  
 
Jen looks around at the destroyed house and doesn’t know if anyone is going to 
believe what happened. John points to one of the newly installed video cameras and 
smiles.   
 
SIX MONTHS LATER 
 
Jen, John, Danny and Baby Derek attend a gala celebrating the opening of the new 
Ann Ferguson Clinic, made possible with a generous donation from John, and under 
the capable management of Dr. Furguson. Dr. Martin approaches Jen and apologizes 
for being so hard on her, admitting, “Maybe it’s not always the worst thing to get a 
bit invested in a patient's life.”  
 
During the speeches on stage, with their friends, family and favorite patients 
watching, John calls up Jen and proposes to her, “Will you marry me and make our 
perfectly imperfect family official?”  
 
 


